War
the destruction of their homes, of their educational life, and the murders
of their priests. He has seen that foul invasion of Finland and the
deliberate destruction of the homes of that noble people in order that
they might be cast out into the pitiless arctic winter.
He has seen the total occupation of Denmark and Norway : the
invasion of the Low Countries and the consequent enslavement and
possible starvation of all their peoples. He has seen the fall of France.
Such is war in the twentieth century. The Englishman knows
that human nature is not fitted for absolute power. Such power with
the mechanised adulation which is its fuel leads infallibly to madness,
but while it lasts it is capable of bringing sorrows and miseries upon
the world, the results of which may be felt for generations and the
memories of which will never die. It is as though the active spirit of
evil that had been kept in chains had been once more loosed over great
areas of the world, raging undisputed and snarling on our very thres-
hold. With us, internal differences, political, religious, have dis-
appeared before what seemed a challenge by the powers of darkness
fbj the dominion of mankind. For the Englishman, everything for
which he has struggled throughout his history is threatened: his
political progress, bis spiritual ideals.
He knows the nature of the conflict in which he is engaged. He
knows that there is no physical boundary inviolable against air power,
a peril undreamt of by his ancestors. But this knowledge only hardens
his grim determination, as die events of the war have deepened his
resolve.
I leave my little study of my fellow countryman in your hands.
It is not an easy time in which to write dispassionately. The English-
man is once more at war. He hates war, but with Luther ** he can no
other **. In what has been happening in Europe he sees the result of
" spiritual wickedness in high places ", and to many the apostasy of the
dictatorships, in Berlin and Moscow alike, is the most direct and
challenging in history. " Suffer the little children to come unto Me "*
said our Lord. " Never " say the Nazi and the Bolshevik. And the
Englishman believes better death than, a Europe in such fHra.ll. Does
he surprise you ? Is he difficult to understand ? I hope I have helped
you to see what lies beneath the surface as well as what is merely
superficial.
There are aspects of English life I have not touched on : they have
been adequately dealt with by others. My object has been to make
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